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February 12, 2020

Citizen Name                                                                                                             
Citizen Address


RE: Licence for Urban Hen Coop in City of Edmonton at (Address) – Licence # (X)

Dear Citizen Name:

Thank you for your application with regards to urban hen keeping in Edmonton. Urban hen keeping is regulated by the Animal Licensing and Control Bylaw, Bylaw 13145, and requires a Licence issued by the City Manager, or delegate before hens can be kept at a property within the City. Your application for a Licence to keep hens at the address identified above is granted with the following terms and conditions:

1) You may keep up to 6 hens, depending on your coop and run size. If any hens are lost, removed, or added, you must contact the City immediately.
2) Roosters are not permitted by this Licence.
3) All hens must be at least 16 weeks old.
4) For 6 Hens, you must maintain a coop that is at least 2.22 square meters in area, with an additional 5.58 square meters of fully enclosed, secured, and covered run area at all times. Coops and run areas must be located in the backyard of the property.
5) All hens must remain in the coop or the enclosed run unless directly supervised by you or another person over the age of 18 years. Hens must remain on the licensed property at all times.
6) Your property and the coop must be properly maintained to prevent nuisance conditions, which includes but is not limited to: attracting nuisance animals, the spread of food over the property and excessive smells or noise.
7) At all times, you must adhere to good management and husbandry practices, which includes but is not limited to: maintaining hens in such a condition so as to prevent distress, disease, and welfare issues; providing appropriate food, liquid (unfrozen) water, shelter, light, warmth, ventilation, veterinary care and opportunities for essential behaviours such as scratching, pecking, dust-bathing and roosting.
8) Manure must be removed, discarded, and /or properly composted regularly and must not accumulate on the property.
9) Hens may not be slaughtered within the City.
10) If any disease outbreaks occur, you must immediately notify the City via 311 and provide the details of the outbreak and the steps taken to rectify the issue.
11) You must comply with all municipal bylaws, provincial legislation, and any other applicable laws, or other requirements at all times. This includes, but is not limited to, the Animal Licensing and Control Bylaw, Bylaw 13145, the Community Standards Bylaw, Bylaw 14600, the Animal Health Act and the City’s Urban Hen Keeping Procedures & Guidelines.

Pursuant to section 27(4), this Licence may be revoked if at any time you do not comply with the above terms and conditions, you have contravened any provision of the Animal Licensing and Control Bylaw, or if there is reasonable cause to believe that revoking the Licence is in the public interest.

If a Licence is revoked, you will be required to relocate the hens to a location outside the City of Edmonton at your expense. If you have any questions about this License, please contact hensandbees@edmonton.ca or 780-496-7209. 
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