Ask your f-ther or your mother if they remember .iuchins=- luchiuns, the
funiy little guomelike men who once lived down by our river. Close beside the
S skatchowan's Mrl'mg waters, =eross the stresm from where the provincicl capid
ol building now stends, he hrd = wee house, =1l his ows. ALl its furudshings
were mede emell to £i% his diminutive proportious. For liuchias wes no teller thm
a Browile snd even a little Brownle at thate So his bunk was tinmy, and he
sat In e sawed down chair at n teble thet had the height you commouly see 1a
nurseries.

Uhat 2 sight he must have made== a bushy-beerded man eating at a child-
size tcble! For luchias had the hend and shoulders of a man but scarcely auy
length of leg at all. This geve him the same stocly sawed down look of the

In the records of his church we fiml that luchias was boru wﬂb&w
Port-sesesion 1 1853, the sou of ideherd Oollinf cad Geasvieve Sruferes who L oS/
worked in the Forte The records tell too, thut he was bepiiged usthias Collin,

chair he st upon.

end his Goduother was Cecile imlliou, who was one of the forebecrses of the
smily from which the Alberts town "Celihoo" is nemeds

Uuchies, like his father, worked in the Fort too, =ud his chief tusk
was carrylug up weter to the palisaded Fort from the river. 0ld Fort Sduonton,
28 you know, e'l;o;d oun the site of our present Legislitive Buildings. lauy were %
the times eanch dny thet luchiss, the water boy, must go down the hill to fetch
more water to supply the ldtchen needs of the Fasctor's big house. He liked his
tasky ond léved to be nesr the river--the river was like a friend to him. lHe

knew & its ways ‘nd dongers too,
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He beerme & £-milicy figure to all the people at the Fort , carrying the
woter vessels on a eross beam sver his broad sho. lderses
lie «lusys wore = wide brimmed hst, which served him well as u sua=
gshrde on hot deys and es an umbrella when it rained. One very wet dsy,
when unesrly to the top of the steep trail, he slipped on the mddy pnth, cud &'SJ‘)
he went, fxiktmg tusbling towards the river levels As he hurtled dows,
he did an smezing thing: he buckled up his stuppy legs, eud wrepped his crms xxA
sbout his head snd lnees, thus mcking hiuself ind a ball , ead rolled down the
benk like a pinvheel. The rough worlmen beholding this leughed sloud at this \
odd sighte On caming t0 a helt at the river level did our little dwer{
show himself to.bc angry st his compenions for this? Lot hed Instecd, he
gtood upright ot once =nd eve: pulled off his big hat to wave triwghoatly
st his fallow worlmmen sbove who witnessed his feot.

Surely he must have suffered some hurts eid bruimsesbounding down that ==
rough embrnlmonts. Dut imchinrs wrs ot one to complein or shirk in the line of
dutye= he wes e plucky sort! |

A tale of reel heroism is told of lLuchias, toce In his long life beside
the river he becmme mn expert swimmers He would kick out swiftly with his shortd
legs end stroke steadily on with hils strong amms,looking for ell the work like
a big bullefrog skimming the wrters,

Jne Mey dey when the river was very high he notlced same Indisn childreu
playing on the opposite shore. Then suddeily he heryd them screauing loudly
ond sew thet one of the smeller ones hed slipped from the ba.k iuto the waler,

being : :
end was repidly cerried downsiyesm with the curreat.

Few would have sttempted to swim mcross the river st flood level, but
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Muchiss leept in withous hesitation end zetuelly reached the Little one before
she hoad gone under, as the woolen blanket smd leather gamenis she wore floated
her light vody on the water‘s surface like = rubber bort. o she was saved
without even being thoroughly ehilled and wet when her rescuer pulled her baclk
t0 shore.

In later years when wells were dug (even on hill tops!) oup little water
boy did other work but he still steyed beside his beloved river as a’gelper in
John Vialter's sew-mills For meny yenrs he was the trusted servent of the
pioneer lumbermon, =znd lived close.bes:.de him in that wee house which wes de=
molished ouly last summer (1950).

As he grew older-znd the town of 3trathconos grew lerger-many of the neigh-
boring @ ildren c=me down to see the curious looking dwarfed men. They even
tecsed him snd this mrde liuchims cross. Some Ghildren would be frightened of hi
then but Muchiscs never hammed children =nd was always their friend.

He died in the Fall of the year of 1939=-when the water of the river vas
low and slow moving. Perhaps it became sltogether becalmed for just a mmoment
with the pessing of ;E%%; beloved friend of the waters, snd I like to thiuk too,
thet they mumured a little sad:ly as they now pess beside the bank where once stow

thehhouse of Muchiss, the dwaf.
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