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KEY CONSIDERATIONS

These key considerations are developed from
opportunities and constraints in the park.

RIVER VALLEY SLOPES

Maintain existing vegetation. Explore re-naturalization and the removal of
invasive species.

Consider fire prevention techniques while maintaining ecological integrity.
Enhance viewpoints and existing access points.

The trail from Woodward Crescent into the park will be repaired as a separate
City project. Planning for the repair work is under way.

MOBILITY CORRIDOR +

rease wayfinding :
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RIPARIAN FOREST

Maintain vegetation and wildlife habitat.

Explore opportunities to increase ecological connectivity to other River
Valley parks and green spaces.

Promote ecological interpretation throughout the park.

Enhance trail based activities while maintaining the ecological integrity of
the forest. Increase wayfinding and regulatory signage.

RIVER EDGE +

Promote new views to the river while maintaining the quality of vegetation
along the River Edge. Promote ecological interpretation.
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PARK THEMES

These themes were developed through the what we
heard process from the first phase of engagement.
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Theme #2:
ACCESS & CIRCULATION

Access refers to how people get to the
Oleskiw River Valley Park from surrounding
neighbourhoods and other parks, physical
implications (trails, pathways, stairs, roads,
etc.) and overall circulation. An important
factor of park circulation is also the
condition of trails and signage in the park.
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Theme #3:
NATURE & ECOLOGY

MNatural asset management refers to the
management, preservation and restoration
of vegetation, drainage systems, steep
slopes and wildlife within the park area.
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Theme #5:
ATMOSPHERE & IDENTITY

The atmosphere of the park is intangible. It
includes the feeling of visiting the park, its
history and the story the landscape portrays.
Many participants wanted to share their
experiences in the park, including the feeling
of escaping the city and enjoying the park's
wildlife and natural features.

Turn page for
Activity Map!



Landscape Units: The seven landscape units are based on unique natural
features and common activity uses. This helps to frame our discussion about

opportunities and constraints throughout the park.

YO U R OW N RIVER VALLEY SLOPES MOBILITY CORRIDOR VALLEY FIELD RIPARIAN FOREST RIVER EDGE + “ /100 BAR
+ PARK GATEWAYS

PARK USE ACCESS &
& AMENITIES CIRCULATION

@ Active Recreation 6 Walking

@ Picnic Area @ Hiking

e Seating @ Mountain Biking
e Shelter @ Cycling

@ Multi-Use Field o Stairs

@ Nature Play e Wayfinding
. Enhanced View Point @ Map Kiosk

. MAINTENANCE, SAFETY &
o Gathering Space ENFORCEMENT
ATMOSPHERE & D rosuitorysins
IDENTITY 0 Waste Receptacle

@ Heritage Interpretation

e Natiire liiarbratation NATURAL MANAGEMENT

% Qutdoor Education
e Wildlife Lookout

Using the icons and keywords above,
draw your park ideas on the map!
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

WHAT IS THE
RIBBON OF GREEN?

The Ribbon of Green is Edmonton’s whole
River Valley and Ravine system.

The North Saskatchewan River Valley and Ravine System is @ ENGAGEMENT: SHARE YOUR IDEAS
the Edmonton region’s greatest natural asset and a significant
contributor to the quality of life of Edmontonians.

Long established as a gathering place for Indigenous Nations and @ ENGAGEMENT: SHAPE QUR RIBBON

then fur traders, Edmontonians continue to value the conservation
and celebration of the natural and cultural heritage of the
River Valley and Ravine System.

The Ribbon of Green Plan (2018) will provide high-level strategic
guidance for the conservation, preservation and use of the River
Valley and Ravines. The Ribbon of Green project includes four i ” I | | ” I | ’ @ ENGAGEMENT: CONFIRM OUR RIBBON
phases that will take place over the next 18 months. The next : ) . : i

opportunity for public input will be in the fall of this year.
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

ENVIRONMENTAL
SENSITIVITIES '

The environmental sensitivity of an area is
defined by the degree to which human impact
disrupts its ecological balance.

MANAGEMENT OF SENSITIVITY ZONES:

It is possible to propose activity in any zone, but the trade-offs, or disturbance levels, will
be higher in zones of higher sensitivity.

A
: Development in higher sensitivity areas should be restricted for the
: o= é‘ protection of natural resources. Suggested management practices
: % E include the restriction of development, routine maintenance, restricted
: w g wildlife control and only emergency safety and security services.
: =)
| T
The interaction of natural resources and human activity should
be managed in medium sensitivity areas to prevent unnecessary
negative environmental impacts. Suggested management practices
: include development limited to trails, routine garbage pick up and trail edge
maintenance, limited wildlife control, some habitat restoration and some
safety and security services.
Lower sensitivity areas have experienced the most ecological degradation
: o= ..?_-" and, therefore, are the most suitable for many types of park activities if
et ; increased activity is desired. Degraded areas may have the greatest
E g potential for ecological restoration, but may require significant effort.
3
v
GEOLOGY/SOILS
[
Highly Less
Historical landslides/ potential for slope SRR BEEIIYe
failure
ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVITY FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO _—
ANALYSIS: ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVITY: m—
. Steep Shallow
After the first open house we continued to High sensitivity areas are more SRR T slopes slopes
explore the ecological functions within and susceptible to disturbance and :
surrounding the park. Our findings helped us require a higher level of protection. HYDROLOGY
define the most environmentally sensitive areas The following factors have the most F )
: : ighly ess
of the park. potential to be disturbed or damaged YIRTVRETION sensitive sansiiive
from human impact , .................................................
The City of Edmonton created sensitivity class : e
categories to describe the sensitivities in River e
Valley parks. The sensitivity classes outline the Dense Little
- ) vegetation vegetation
types of development that are suitable for the Dense vegetation -....c.ecue..
park, help us to understand the trade-offs of isiand siads
development in the River Valley and provide HABITAT POTENTIAL
direction for the Master Plan. =
High Low
potential potential

Limited human impact  «==-creeeeees
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

ACCESSING

T H E PA R K A review of vehicle access was completed and due DECISION TIMELINE
to physical constraints and feasibility concerns,

vehicle access will not be pursued.

What We Internal No Vehicle

During Phase 1 (September 2016) the City heard various perspectives Phase 2 . Concept

about how vehicle traffic should be managed in the park and surrounding Heard Discussions [ **| Access  F*“\open House | *":Development:
: iti i ioti Phase 1 Decision . ‘
neighbourhoods. Future park amenities and programming are affected by the restrictions : ;
on vehicular access from both a user and a maintenance perspective (e.g. LNy

: ; : —— : - travel distances and topography from current parking and transit locations) September Winter 2016/ Spring 2017 June2017 %,  Summer2017
Since that time, the City has been reviewing various options and has e pagrapny : 5 RElSING : - 2016 Spring 2017
identified significant physical and financial limitations to providing public Thsfre are limitations to the types and intensity of access, programming and ..,
vehicular access into the park. Some of the limitations to vehicular access maintenance that can occur in the park. g,
include private land ownership and steep slopes surrounding the west edge
of the park. The park is also bounded to the east and south by the North Please consider these limitations as you provide your feedback on the . Parking
Eackatehswsn Rivir vision for the park and park elements. y tugles:

In alignment with
the Master Plan timeline

FORT EDMONTON FOOTBRIDGE
F'ARKING ON WANYANDI WAY NW

it ° o, o~ T

Ty . LTRSS g Walking Distance:
{ 0.5 km (5 mins)

N
75

EDMONTON COUNTRY CLUB
AND GOLF COURSE

Walking Distance from
Woodward Crescent: %
1.0 km (10 mms)

"4 Walking Distance:
1.8 km (18 mins)

Walklng Distance from X
Terwillegar Park Parking Lot: 24
1.9 km (19 mins) b
ST S Y | G :
Walkmg Dlstance from
Wanyandi Way NW:
1.9 km (19 mins)

Walking Distance frm
Wolf Willow Staircase: =
1.1 km (11 mins)

.......

TERWILLEGAR
pﬂ&?K F i i

Walklng Dlstance from |
Fort Edmonton Parking Lot: 8"
2.4 km (24 mlns)

=S ST
.....

-
~ =
e

Centre of Park

¥
0 Existing Parking Lot
A

Entrance - Pedestrian and Cycling

Walkmg Dlstance: _ __ ' SR &> e Park Parking Lot: to G LG
0.8 km (8 mins) ‘ | QR : > P iy aiingLo R LII

B 7 | > 20km(20mins) [ od e N et progeny
NG~ B S e T - -

P 7 . Park Boundary

vl = ; by o P f P4 | -

Steep Slopes with Signs of Erosion

e tma=-
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

WOODWARD CRES. NORTH NORTH ENTRANCE

WOODWARD CRES. SOUTH

HOW DO YOU GET
TO THE PARK?

The parking and transit requirements for Oleskiw River Valley Park will be
informed by feedback from this phase of engagement, including the vision
for the park and the desired programs and amenities.

The City will study the effects of the Master Plan on surrounding
communities and parks after this phase. The Southwest Ribbon of Green
project will also be identifying opportunities for vehicle access into the
River Valley within the broader region. The ways you access the park will
influence future parking studies as well as the amenities provided within
the park.

Tell us the mode of transit you use to get to the
park by writing it on a sticky note and placing it
~ near your most frequently used entrance! '

————

- -t

.~ PAVED MULTI-USE
PATHWAY

NATURAL TRAIL .,

-

——

OLESKIW RIVER
VALLEY PARK

il O e GO
~~~~~~

---------

-
-

————

5 o A ek = e : LW e i e . A e, O 0 Existing Parking Lot
5 = » ol ? c e - ; r ; = . , ‘ A _‘,' "'__ -'“c ' > e . =
s e : o Y - e - s Sy e ?j'. A Entrance - Pedestrian and Cycling 5

8 " " 7 pak Boundary

L= = d
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

LANDSCAPE
UNITS

Each of the landscape units has
a unique set of opportunities and
constraints.

The seven landscape units are based on unique natural
features and common activity uses. This helps to frame
our discussion about opportunities and constraints

MOBILITY CORRIDOR VALLEY FIELD RIPARIAN FOREST RIVER EDGE
+ PARK GATEWAYS

IVER VALLEY SLOPES

The River Valley Slopes make up a relatively small area
within the park, but add to the character and identity of
the park. Restoration efforts can be made to reduce the
occurrence of invasive species and to stabilize the
slope material.

Pedestrian path at top of slope

OPPORTUNITIES CONSTRAINTS

b‘/ o Panoramic views of the park and the river below from top A

of slope. b

- Limited access to valley field area of the park from top of
slope. Single access point from residential neighborhood with
very limited parking.

Substantial erosion along slopes below Woodward Crescent.

TN

“. " Erosion on access path and valley slope from top of slope to
valley field. Planning for work on the pathway is under way.

wglr Heavy presence of invasive/non-native plant species
(caragana) along slopes.
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

MOBILITY CORRIDOR + PARK GATEWAYS
The Mobility Corridor consists of the new paved multi- ? et Q

use pathway that runs north-south through the grass
fields and forest in the project area. The pathway already
provides space for several activities, including dog & TR _ _ S s \—r
walking, running, walking and cycling. More activities or AT e = _ . S ! T

wayfinding and signag at Ford Edmonton footbridge S
S ; e e

circulation connections could result from the Master Plan. ¢ _ SEE . o AR S A " S

The Park Gateways are small, flat areas of land that are
gateways into the park. These areas generally contain
managed vegetation and pathways or bridges. They
are highly geared to human use and currently have little
ecolog’ical function. They have potential to be enhanced
through planting, amenities and wayfinding signage.

o el "'.g:‘
Excellent new pedestrian and bike connection bridge to park é -_t L
B R - S ‘-_-*1-. '.'

= R i >
£, G : : = A 2 /‘M . L zﬁmﬁz_‘?’ 4&».- =
‘ OPPORTUNITIES CONSTRAINTS
o Multi-use trail provides access into and through @ Long distances between parks entry and exit points.

park area.
@ Single multi-use trail may result in user conflict.
o Potential to increase user experience and amenities

in already disturbed zones, limiting further ecological @ Straight alignment might encourage high speed biking,
disturbance to more sensitive areas. resulting in an unsafe feeling to non-biking users.

o Potential to enhance use of multi-use trail with supporting @ No seating or shelter along route for resting.
amenities.

o Opportunity for way-finding/signage at (new) entry points to
the park.

VALLEY FIELD

The Valley Field, formerly a golf course and hay field,

is currently an unmanaged grass field that contains
some potentially invasive grass species. Two ephemeral
streams also pass through this landscape. Additionally,
there are some birds of prey may use this part of the
landscape for hunting small mammals.

. A S A
OPPORTUNITIES CONSTRAINTS

o Large open area provides different character and experience @ Potentially contaminated area (identified former oil well site).
to park users. Maintaining open grass condition will require

management (mowing). @ Maintaining large open field conditions will require regular
mowing with large equipment. Access for equipment on a
Historic interpretation potential as past farm field and as part regular basis will be a challenge.

of the golf course
@ Ensure the increased use is compatible with surrounding
o Potential to increase user experience and amenities within land uses including residential areas.
current field area without major ecological disturbance.
8 @ Parking constraints can pose limitations on programming
S o Potential to re-naturalize the field with native plant species. and use options especially for recreational activities requiring
: infrastructure and maintenance.
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

RIPARIAN FOREST

The Riparian Forest is an established tree stand with
relatively few invasive species. This landscape unit

runs along the eastern portion of the project area and is
potentially a habitat for several species of birds, animals
and amphibians.

R/ o R
o
S5 N S,

vy

j ] Finger of riparian forest along swale emanating from golf course ravine
a = = el '3

i 4 ':ﬂ;:-‘
g natural trail through riparian forest =

o Established stand of river edge forests. Densely vegetated Conflict in providing additional amenities and
| therefore potentially highest wildlife habitat value. accommodating more/different uses while preserving/
increasing ecological value.

o Ecological interpretation opportunities throughout the park. y
&3 Conlflict in use of current natural trail between walkers, dog
o Opportunity for additional forest-based recreation (biking, walkers and bikers.
walking, orienteering).
Poor sight lines can give the feeling of being unsafe in the
forest and dense vegetation can hinder access

in emergencies.

RIVER EDGE

The River Edge is the steep and narrow transitional
landscape unit between the tree stand and the river.
Vegetation grows nearly to the water’s edge, which helps
to mitigate river erosion.

The Sand Bar is a separate landscape unit because it is
the most dynamic landform in the project area and is one
of the only locations in the park where people can access
the North Saskatchewan River. The Sand Bar is formed
from the deposition of sand material in the river and is
sensitive to highly impactful human activity.

Accessible sandy stretch of park front clos

A7

OPPORTUNITIES

-Some erosion evident along river edge but mitigated by
existing vegetation.

o River viewing potential.

2 Sandbar provides informal access to the river.

- Limited opportunity to access river due to thick vegetation
3 Potential enhanced viewpoint. and a steep river bank.

w» Potential enhanced viewpoint.
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OLESKIW RIVER VALLEY PARK MASTER PLAN

Create Your Own

Oleskiw River Valley Park!

i e - - )

—

e

How to Play: |
0086

RIVER

r—

SEATING SHELTER MULTI-USE WALKING HIKING MOUNTAIN
RECREATION FIELD BIKING

E TURE ART
INTERPRETATION INTERPRETATION INSTALLATION VIEWING

E o
: 5 aX>NoX i
= CTURE PLAY A WASHROOM : GATHERING ol WAYFINDING e £pucaTION
\ (@ ] R VIEW POINT SPACE AGTIVITIES
= i 3 = ParkUse + Amenities Acess + iraulation
Place the provided park Use the arrows to show Snap & Share your g A A B
elements you'd like to see on desired connections and entry results!
the map. points throughout the park. 0 Terwillegar Park Parking Lot _

s bl RECEPTACLE

Natural Management

> Park Entrance

This activity can also be done online! visit:
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