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THIS chapter summamzes mﬂeratton avatlable which is relevant to the

B planmng of the North Saskatchewan River Valley and Ravine System

These data mclude land based mformatwn socaal demographtc and economic data N

. recreatwn parttapatzon and preferences (parttculary regarding the rwer valley), recre-

- atton trends and mumczpal and provmc:al pahcy affectmg the river valley
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.]A E)(ISTII\IB swmrs

. NORTH SASKATCHEWAN RIVER
 VALLEY BIOPHYSICAL STUDY

‘I'n_fuly, 1980 Edmoriton Parks and Recreation com— B

m1551oned the North Saskatchewan River Vallcy and

" Ravine System Biophysical Study. This was an ini- "
- tial step in a process for long range planning and .-
. management of the river valley and ravines. The pur-
- pose of this study was to provide detailed informa-
- ‘tiononthe envirotimental capabilities of the river val=
leyas basis for making planmng decistons. The study- -
" area. comprrsed 40 kilometres'of the tiver Valley and

all assocmted ravmes w1thm the 1980 C1ty llrmts

i ;Bmphysmal Studv

One of the ma_]or products of the study was the SR -
development of more than 200 natural résource . - * 1clent1ﬁcatlon and ‘use of resource management
- iiventory mapsata scale suitable for plannmg pur="

poses (1:5000) and a Technical chort of research "

. f _ ‘methods and findmgs Th1s 1ncluded the followmg

. Physrcal Resources: slopes soﬂs geology, geomor— e

‘phology, hydrology.

e Brologrcal Rcsources Vegetatron wrldhfe aquatlc"_- _

‘ fauna: | :
" e Caftural Resources land use, 'archacologi—
- galfhistoric. ) S -

. ® Scenic Resources views, perspectlves observer. )

pos1t10n

of vegetation, soils, and wildlife can be combined;

analyzed and fated for their tolerance’ to w1thstand .

recreation’ development/dlsturbancc -

- Inaddition, some elements of the natural tesource
e -'mventory presently lack site speclflc detail i, €., Vege= -
" tation and wildlife inventories; Lt will be necessary

e f' to field clreck’ to further update and reﬁne this mfor— o (
- _ _ : L 'Parks and Rccrcauon mdlcate l1ttlc pubhc support for’ S

~ mation. Sotiie discussions have taken placé with the.
- -University of Albertato use. graduate students for this -
= research. Aswell a number of other knowledgeable :
~volunteer groups, sucha as the Edmonton Natuiral His- . |
.tory Club could hclp to expand the data over t1mc o

' Hesuurce Analysm

o Ine 1981 a techmcal report was prepared on the‘ o
' .capablhty and su1tabll1ty of the valley lands for recre—-_' o

ation. purposes

_ _Tlns study exammed the followmg

. ex1st1ng leisure time values, attitudes and r1ver val—:

ley and ravines visitor usedata.”

- e-biophysical, histotical and other factors affectmg, -
capability and’ su1tab111ty of the resource b base for .-

" parks and recreation related -activitics.

- edand use and envirommental - factors affectmg'

growth and use of the valley.

“umits as a means of 1dent1fy1ng planning constraints,

. resaurce oppertunities, developlng plannmg R

. critéria and pohc1es

’—-The ma_]or products of the resOUrce; analy51s o
“included:- -

* 128 Recreatlon Capab1l1ty and Su1tab111ty ratmg _
“maps at 1:5000 for the followmg recreation facil-
1ty and. program’ categories: nature dependent,

riature enihanced linear,nature enhanced non-=linear;
~- downhill skiing and tobogganing, golf; hang glld- -

- ing, off road vehicles, and sports fields.

' : ' ' .16 Resource Plannmg and Management Umts o
The data basc has prov1ded valued 1nformat1on to : - .

" anumber of City Departments since it was completed
|in 1981..In the future; to fully utilize and analyzc this

. information; it will be computenzcd onto the Gco—
graphic Bast: Information Systeni (GBIS). This will

- permit continted i input, manipulation, analysis and - ©

__ ‘speed retrieval. Through.the ‘computer use of the =
: 1nventory maps; information can be- overlayed to

-~ assess the mherent land use capab1l1ty of any partic- =

" ular natural resource. For example site specific maps -

~ ‘maps.

+ » 16Land Useand Envrronmental Constramts maps

® 16 Structural Elements maps

. :)Techmcal Report

A manual resource’ analy51s technlque was
employed for determmlng resource capability and
- su1tab1hty, therefore limits were placed oncthe com-~ "
prehcns1vcness of the analys1s With future com—'”,
" puterization of information it will be p0551ble tocom-

- plete amore comprehenswe capab1hty/su1tab1hty and:
frhpact analy51s o : :

In. reviewing the criteria employcd in- capabﬂ-

: 1ty/su1tab1hty analysrs certain factors were not exa-. .-
" mined which are particularly relevant at this.time. -
_Current recreationac tivity preferences and the Vision. -

o Survcy/Pubhc Open House recently completed by

R

et

S
v
P

et

T



*further development of the river Valley and ravmes '
for downhill sknng golt,off road vehicles'and sport

fields. The récent river valley survey has helped the -

.. Department- understand the public’s perception of

'-."'-,3 LAND OWNERSHIP

-” or unsuitable within the river valley.and ravine: sys— L
_ tem. ThJS will resultin updated criteria to assess recre- :

I atlon act1v1ty and fac111ty sultablhty :

which 1 recreation activitiés and fac1ht1es are: sultable

2. LAND. USE AND THE BUILT
| ENVIRONMENT REs -

Lands adj acént to the river vallcy and ravines have '

- : always been viewed as prlme development aréis: Sin-
“gle fanuly developments border large portions of the

’ 'valley Closer-to the city centre-high density. hous--
~ .ing has been developed In the niortheast, the south -

* edge of the valley contains refineries, industrial uses,

- gravel i extraction _and _agr;cultural lands At_the far e
~west. and south' edges -of Edmonton -the fon-

; “residential uses bordering the valley are agricultural,
-1nst1tut1ona1 and recreauonal i.é; golf courses, -

, .- Inmost areas re31dent1al development fronts on'te- h
B the river Valley, separated by a top-of-bank roadway,
Cor walkway Where private lots: dlrectly back-onto ~
- the valley, sore cxclusive use of the river bank édge’
“has led to encroaehments and pubhc use confhcts The . .-
"~ City niow requires developers to provide’ pubhc access
_+to the top-of-bank with-¢ither a- roadway or public-:
- - walkway, These are 1ncorporated inte neighbour- - .-
hood, plans at the subdivision stage of development. -
- There: are_ cutrently - approved plans for urban .

R growth ina number of areas bordering the river val-

Vresult in residential infill to the Outer Ring Read.

In the southwest; Riverbend, Terwillegar, Twin . -
.!'Brooks and Blackburne will be: developed overthe .
" next ten ‘yéars. These developrnents will ‘¢enclosc

.Wh1temud and Blackmud ravmes and the southwest

o g__;(:dge of the river. valley to the Outer Ring Road river .
N -crossmg '

In: the vest, the West Jasper Place Area Structure

* Plan'is being completed forthe nerghbourhoods of
4.WedgeWOod and Donsdale. This’ development will =

- fill in the areas between Wolf Willow/Patricia Ravmes
Wedgewood Ravine and the Outer Rlng Road Cross-
' mg over Wedgewood Ravrne '
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) : Structure Plan is at 153 Avenue and is; presently deve—
. loped. This boundary coincides with the Outer ng ’
‘ .Road crossmg over: the river. L '

The Clty currently owns the majonty of lands

~ within the ‘North: Saskatchewan River-Valley and
. Ravines system within the developed residential por= -
. tons of the City: Some exceptions exist where -
_developrnent preceded Environmiental Reserve pro—_f
 visions or where specific pohc1es wereadopted ie.,.
- 'the central river valley commiinities. of Rossdale,” .
' -__Cloverdale Riverdale; Lavlgne and Centre- Town
" In the remainder of the system, ‘wherever possi-
;ble the subdavrlen Tand acqu1s1t10n processwillcon- -
tinue. Where major portions of thevalley are pnvatcly L
" owned some - development ; restrictions arcinplaceas
. a result of Bylaw 7188 The City cannot, however;
e control the'actionsof private: landowners unless there .

is a requlrement “for deVelopment approval
Inthelong term, landsin the river valley and ravine:

: system will come into mumcapal ownershlp on'sub-- £
-division as Environmeéntal Reserve -or: possibly -
- ,Mumapal Reserve. The timing of - acqulsmon through_'-
subd1v1s1on is dependent on the plans. of private -
owners. Thelr plans are dependent onmarketdemand - -
“for re51dent1al development and economics of land:
servieing. €ity projections are that greatest residen—" -
tial development will occur in the West Jasper Place

and Riverbend areas followed by Narthéast Mill-

- woods angd Castledovvns Extension: The Rrverbend‘_
- area‘gives the greatest potent1al for municipal owner=

e :,ley and ravines. Most of the developmént is proposed - - ship of lands along the river south of 23 Avenue to -

“in the southwest and west end of the City and 'will - " othe OUtef Ririg Road alignment and along Wthemud .

' Crcek in the sami¢ area. Lands i 1n the northeast are{' L

ant1c1pated aslong term acquisitions through subdi-

vision. Lands along Mill Creek between, 34 Street and o
I—I1ghway 14 are expected to subd1v1de over the next. -
“ten years ' : g '

4 RELATED PRO]E CTS

A numbcr of related prOJects are currently bemg.'

' :studled ‘which have a potential i impact on the North
-Saskatchewan River . Valley. and Ravmes System T
) 'These 1nclude the. followmg L

. Very little development is occurrmg in the north—_ S
. east The north boundary of the Clarev1ew Arta T
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: Alberta Envrronment . o
North Saskatchewan Rrver Basm Study

e Thls study is examining land uses along the river °

. “and extends from the headwaters (Rocky Moun-
L -talns) to the SaskatchewanBorder The study will

.~ review public. perceptions and propose future -

pohcy Ant1c1pated study completlon is: 1991

City. of Edmonton Enwronmental Semces o

-Rossdale Intake Relocatlon

e ThJS study is revrewmg alternatives tor relocatmg_ o
- the existing witer intake. for the Rossdale Water =~

- - Treatment Plant.. One alternat1ve s to construct

“the intake pipe under the proposed river valley trail . .
[ahgnment Ant1c1pated study completlon 18 1991 :

C jClty of Edmonton Envrronmental Serv1ces
"+ South- ang Water Maln e

: "_Th1s study is examlmng alternatlves and 1mpacts\
" of a major water main from the E.L. Smith Water

' Treatment Plant to south Edmonton ‘The. wa:ter‘ L

_line crosses the: river: and Whitemud/llackmud- o
o Ravmes Ant1c1pated study completmn 18- 1990/91 .

. Crty of Eclmonton Transportatron Department ,7-‘

'Dralnage Master Plan .

& This study will - -examine Edmonton 5 future' .
~ drainage needs and willimpact onthe overall rivér
dramage basm Ant1c1pated study completlon is

1991

.Clty of Edmonton Transportatlon Department _:

LRT, Extenslon to West Edmonton

i ‘ii This study will examlne alternatlves to extend LRT -
*:service to west Edmonton, The routeis proposed'- :
‘to cross the river valley from some point in'south-
west Edmonton. ‘Anticipated study completion—'_'. >
~for the Functronal Plan is 1991 for Constructron L

SR 2000 2005

- Alberta Transportatronl(llty of Edmonton
" Outer ng Road Expansion S

cL. Expansmn of the ng Road will mcan ma_]or

-, impactsto therivervalley: Crossmgs are proposed .
: ~over Wedgewood Ravine, the North Saskatche- * Family. size continties to decrease and is expected
"<+ wan River, south of” Terwrllegar Park, Whitenmud - -

e .Ravine, Blackmud Rayine and again over. the

. "North Saskatchewan River at Clover Bar P

: Crty of Edmonton, Env1ronmental Servrces
_'-Clover Bar Landﬁll Reclamatlon

.. 'Upon closure of the Clover Bar landﬁll 51te o
" “Environmental Services will reclaim the arca o
prov1de for recreation uses, Ant1c1pated complc--

tron is 1994

'Clty of Edmonton, Transportatlon Department =

Comprehenswe Blcycllng Plan -

e Thls study 1$ exammmg present problems and. bar— N
- riers to bicycle use in the City. It will develop pohcy o
to guide futurée bicycle route- planmng and stan-.
~ dards and could.affect trail development standards - .-
" in theiiver Va.lley and, Tavine system. Ant1c1pated EARR
R .study completlon is 1991, s

& Clty of Edrnonton Publrc Works Department =
- Bank Stabrllzatlon Study S

. ® This’ study is 1dent1fy1ng fiver valley and ravme.r -
- bank stabilization problems and pr1or1zmg areas. - .~

for remedlal work

5. SOCIAL DEMOGRAPHIC AND

ECONOMIC OVERVIEW

The followmg was- extracted from data prepared

' by the Clty Forecast Comrmttee

Populatlon and Stmlelal Characterlstlcs

. Edmonton $. populatlon is expected to grow to - LTl

© 641,000 by 1995..

e High growth areas will contlnue in the west and' B
- ',southwest of the Clty The areas of" Rrverbend N

: Westjasper Place, the northeast arex of Millwoods = -
“. -and the CastledownExtenswn are expected to be .

- the fastest growing areas:”

e Aging populatlon isan unportant trend natlonaﬂy, L

“but: will be- less. not1ceable 1in Edmonton The.

- proportion of seriors is expected to 1ncrease from o

" 12% to 12.4% by 2000,

* Baby-boorters will continue to exert a strong sl
" influence ovet. social and economic life; One-third -
. ofthe populatlon is presently betwieen theagesof -

- 25 and 44. Th1s age group is creatmg a baby— '

boomlet

= to avcrage between 2, 7 and 3. 0 pcrsons by 2001



~® Duversity of family form is a continiiing featire -
- of society. Two'iparent'fanﬁlies' have declined; one-
- parentand non*fanuly households are increasing.
e All age groups will increase in numbers over the -
- next five years except the young adult group_-

(15224).

‘o Alberta shows the hlghest labour force participa-
‘tion in'Canadadnd thé highest female labour force- t

participation in the country

" '» There is evidence of 1ncreas1ng stress in. Canadlan
".society as illustrated by rising crime, drug and alco-
~~ holabuse and suicide. People indicate they feel fess
o _:safe and secure than ] the past '

Economlc Dverwew u

- __Edmonton w1ll follow the Prov1nc1a1 trend of
“-moderately strong. growth, between 3% and 4% .
- annually for the period 1990-95, v
. Unemployment and_inflation rates4n Edmonton
- are expected to be slightly h1gher than the Provin- -

" cial. averageé for the period 1990-95. ' S
- ® It appears more. Edmontomans are. l1v1ng below R
. -the; poverty 11ne

- -:6‘._7PARTICIPATION AND
- PREFERENCES

Several stud1es are avallable to construct a picture

of leisure activity preferences, attitudes and partici- -
'pat1on “This information helped to clarify whattypes * .

' - '1989 Lelsure Survey

" acceptable related to river valley recreation. These ™
_studies are d1scussed bneﬂy in this section and. some B
themes or trends are drawn from them

of activities would be most desirable and pubhcly

- 1988 Genera! Recreatlon Survey Edmonton

“This survey was conducted by Alberta Recreatlon
. and Parks throughsut the Provmce The Edmonton
+ sampleisavalid sample for the City. Both participa-
tion‘of respondenits and favourite activities are rele- .

vant to the North Saskatchewan River Valley and

'Ravme System, planmng

These data show the h1ghest partrcrpatlon in:

. Walkmg for pleasure . 89.4%
-e Driving for pleasure c s T725%
. ® Visiting a museum, live e
~ theatre, art gallery, etc. J _
© (not movies). S 68.8%
. Craft or hobby e 66.1%
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0 Gardenjng o j ) C65.0%

® Bicycling oL 61.9%
® Swimming .0 . . 614%
. ® Sports spectators -~ -~ 61.0% -
. Attend'education' courses - -48.2% :
* fce ska_ting_"gnot.ho'ck_e'y)_ U 46.8%

- Adul¢ respondents listed thiir three favourite recre~ - -

ation ‘activities. The -weighted rankinig, included -
- seventy ~two activities of which the top ten are:

. Walking for pleasure o
. Blcychng ' :

. Camping

.'Sw1mm1ng

. Golf .

_Fishing :

7. Crafts/liobbies .
. Reading books/magazmes '
. Gardening . -
.":Creatlve activities -~

oo h*._m.m PO ey

Pleasure, relaxation, physIcal health and exercise,

'.-enjoyment of nature and doing something different - -

from work were the five most 1mportant motlvauons

~for part1c1pat10n 1dent1ﬁed

Thrs study was conduCted by Edmonton Parks and_ :

" Recreation to. determine citizen attitudes and prefer-

ences concermng Departmental Services and i par-

- t1cular to measure perceptionsof the relatlve 1mpor-,_
“tance of services and facilities.

~ The "most frequent actrvmes part1c1pated in

1ncluded ; o :
e Aquatlcs - R 36.4'%;
‘» Outdoor wintcr sports. - 35.6%. .
o Biking and walking =~ 7. 290% -
~* Outdoor summer. sports ~ 26.4%
. J

Pi‘cni'(:king and park v'is'its. ' ‘_‘_21'.5%

S 63% of respondents rated the river valley parks.

, and trails as the most important city - wide'facil-

E ity 29% listed tourist. facilities (Space and Sciences,

- the Valley Zoo, Fort Edmonton and Muttart) as :
“the most- 1mp0rtant city=- w1de fac1l1t1es

Other activities in the top thirty which comnionly
~oceur in the river. valley and ravine system included .
jskung jogging and running, p1cmcs ice skatmg, boat—- 5
~ing and horseback riding.
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B * 70% rated local parks as thc most 1mportant com:
- munity facility; svnmnung rated 20% ice fac1h— .

" ties IO%

e On average: Edmontomans would choose to spend ’

forty-six cents (.46) of every. dollar on tiver val=

. ley and ravine development and fifty-four cents -

¢ 54) on. community park development _
-¢" Opinion'was nearly unanimous that natural trails,

: "muit1—purpose paved trails, plcmc and rest areas-_'
. were important” components of river valley and

- ravine development

" ® 38%of respondents felt there were 1nsuffic1ent blk- .
" 'ing; wallﬂng and: cychng trarls 46% indicated there -
were suffic1ent trails. Trail users tended to feel there_ S
© oo were. 1nsuff1c1ent trails,’ non—uscrs tended to- feel I

- there were- -enough tralls

" 53% indicated a preference for rnultr use paved .
©trails; 37%: preferred natural trails: Farmhes with'

chlldren tended to prefer paved tralls

Rwer Valley Trall User Studv

_ “The; purpose of this study, conducted in 1988 1989 ':_ L
- and 1990, was to détermine the nurmber and typeof

trail users.and whether trails: werc approprlately

.0:"Total 1989 trall VlSltS Were est1mated at 400 OOO T
- Cyclists represented 40%; Walkers represented. o
- 27%:. The’ rernalmng 33% was a.combination of
- l-famlly visits; jogging; nature observation, plcmck—

ing, dog Walkmg and horseback rldlng
* Afternoons and é evenings weré peak-trailuse trmes
. ;Walkrng, Joggmg and nature obsetvation activi-

ties were relatively constant through the week.

- Cychng Jinereased: dramatlcally on weekcnds
‘Overall, Sunday was the highest trail use day

“» In proportion to: their numbers in the city - popii=

. ,la’cron adults and school age chﬂdren were shghtly
- over represented as trail users..

. ”'-"!-[Teens “pre=schadlers and semors were shghtly:‘- .

'ﬂ under—represented as trail users.

- * . Although. males. and: females are almost equally :
. represented in the city populatlon two thirds of -

"' trall users ‘were miale, one-third female L

0 'Cychng use showed the greatest increase, up 43% L
over 1988 data; Walklng (19%) and fanuly use" '

30% 1ncreased m 1989 ;
o ¢ .

A satlsfactlon survey of trall usersin 1989 1nd1cated

e Users Wcrc reasonably well satisfied with trall loca— e
tion, aceess, ndintenance, trail safety, surface, sig-
' -nage and length Weakest ratmgs of satlsfactlon' L
were with shiower facilities, washroom and per- "
" sonal safety aspects of” trails. e T .
‘e ‘Male users rated personal safety satlsfactron very a
- "hrgh fernale usets rated it very low S
* 58%of respondents supported mountain blke use

onr unpaved erails.

N

_ 7.TRENDS AFFECTING RECREATION, e

AND IMPLICATIONS

) Analy51s of survcy data soclal ‘econoimie and -
demographlc data and ma]orthemes i Canadlan soci=

- ety 1nd1cates these 1mphcatrons for river. valley andj_. Ces
) ravrne system planmng ’ : .

L Enwrenmenlal concerns

A growing: consensus. for agtion on envlronmen~ o
- tali issues at; personal busmess and governmental

- levels

_dlsp()sal forest. destructron and global Warmmg

‘_,,Imphcatwns of thts trend ire:

: assessment

aCthItIGS

. .demand for natural spaces, restoratlon and-‘,'-_

- preservation of natural areas:

' demand to clea.up. waste and pollutron of

‘water, a1r and land..

. 1ncreascd demand for 1nformat10n on and alter—_
- matives to chem1cal pest1c1des herbl(:ldcs and fer— R

. tilizers.’ . .
i dernand for nature or1ented experlences

Health and well helng concerns

Concern fot env1ronrnental effects on health health._'- .
o care cost,.and for personal quahty of l1fe :

: Implzcatwns of thts trend are

:. personal responsﬂ:uhty for health erl be':' ) S

emphasmed -
*focus o illness. preventlon w1ll affect motiva-

,:tlon.._ar_ld choice .of - recreation . act1_v1t1es i

Tmportant ‘concerns ate; ozonc depletlon air'_ﬁ"

" de51gned and fmaintained. Data presented is frofthe <0 quahty, water: quahty, solid waste reduction and |

1989 survey Both observatlontechruques and ques— Sl
tionmaires’ were used s . )

. 1ncreased demand for env1ronmental 1mpact

- & demand for less consumptlve recreatlonal:"

Y

S

g

"‘\,/.
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k Suclal antt econumlc cnncerns

Imphcatwns of this concem are:

ing-and mastery of skills.

“demand for 1 recreatlon ‘that is home -based or eas—,_ '
- ily accessible and flexible to people J schedules '

and amount of free time.

recreational spendmg could: suffer durmg poor o
economic conditions, emphaslzmg low cost or-
- tax=supported recreation. - :
. continued dermand for hIgh quality experrences -'
. Increasmg Importance of tourism to the_ =
-+ economy.

Soc1al stresses of various types (safety,l economIc -. B EKISTING P“llcv
- security,’ family and ‘work related pressures) are -

“concerns.of s socmty

- FRAMEWORK

1 PROVINCIAL GOALS

contrnued uncasiness over personal safety in. -

'park and trail areas. - '

recreation and spare time activities will serveas..

" asource of fulfilment in many people’s lives,
" providing challenge and opportunities for learn— _

The Clty of Edmonton 15 workmg closely Wlth the -

" Province'of Alberta to achleve the aims of the Provm— '
) _c1al Urban Parks Program '

' 'Urban Parks Prngram Gnal

The purpose of developmg mfbcm parks is the estabhsh—_;: -
mient of significant areas of open space Lo ensure Hrban popu-

lations have easy. access to natural environments and the
- developinent of these areas to enable their susmmed cmd unim=:
: 'pa:red use for outdoor recrearton ‘

Oblectwes

*to provrde a vanety of recreatlon opportumues :
- e toallow people of allincome groups to partICI- g

pate-in these opporturities;

- tohave easy accessrblhty to surroundmg urban

careas;.

N ] preserve natural landscape features and pro—; L
- vide recreatlonal facrhtles in harmony with these_ R

: -features

o MUNICIPAL POLICY

- -.T-he pu-rpose of’ t_l'llS sectlo_n_rs_ _to br-ieﬂy describe_

- themunicipal policy impacting the North Saskatch- -
~~.ewan- River -Valley: These- documents should be S
a revrewed for addltlonal detalls '

: .' : Edmonton General Mumcrpal Plan (Bylaw 6000) D

The G. M P. is the most comprehensrve and far

< reaching document approved by Council. It provides f
direction from which all other’ plans are derlved e
Volume I of the G.M.P. has the most directi Impact L
upon development in the North Saskatchewan River . - -
- Valley: Components’ 10 (Parks and Recreatron) 11
(River Valley) and 12 (Natural Environment)..- o

Volume [Lalso contains important information per—

. .'tment to this study: Policy Reports #10 (Parks and '
_thc River Valley) and 11 (Natural EnVIronrnent) -
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' _North Saskatchewan Rwer Valley Area
Redevelopment Plan (Bylaw 7188). -

-+ The purpose of the NSRV ARP:is to protect the :
North Saskatchewan River Valley and Ravine Sys- -
_ - tem as part of Edmonton’s valuablé: open space-.
her1tage It establlshes the pmncrples for future . .
implementation plans and programmes for ‘park .

development and the retention of .the designated
residential areas of Rossdale and Cloverdale.

The ARP adopted by Councilin 1985 is pertinent -

- to this study in that it reflects cuirent city policy.

The major goals of the North Saskatchewan River Valley

Area Redevelopment Plan are:.

. ® toensure preservatlon of the natural charactet
and:environment of the North Saskatchewan

River Valley and its Ravine System.
*_ toestablish a public metropohtan tecreation area.
‘& to provide the opportunity for recreational, aes-

“thetic and cultural'activities in'the Plan area for .

‘the benefit of Edmontomans and v151tors of
: Edmonton : .
‘® to.ensure the retentlon of enhancement of the

" "Rossdale and. Cloverdale commumnes in- the'

) ",Rrver Valley

The remamder of the NSRVARP establtshes a number |

of objectwes and pol:c:es mcludmg

Parkland Development

. 'enconrage water orlented modes of transpor-.

tation (2.3. 5).
‘® conserve archaeologmal
architectural and historic resources (2.3.6).

* policy 3.2:1 establishes Natural Conservation
Areas to manage. srgnlﬁcant vegetation, wild-

- life, waterfowl and other unique natural features
e policy 3.2.5. establrshes viewpoint parks
‘» policy 3.2.6. promotes. compatlble commercial
. development (eg. cafes restaurants blcycle
rentals).
e policy3.2.7: allows the c1ty to establish Env1ron—
 mental Reserves. .

. 'pohcy 3.2:10 promotes a tra1l system as the_
~ major means for movement in the valley (bicy-
cle, cross=country, and equestrlan tra1ls men- -

o _troned)

palaeontologreal .

_Env1ronmental Protectlon

o the entire River Valley and Ravrne System SR

"established as an.environmental proteetron area.
(objecnve 2.4.1. ) : B

- Transportatron _' '

* only direct crossmgs permrtted (pohcy 3 4.1,
~® environmental .impact assessment screening. -

reqmred (pohcy 3 4:2).

: Major Facility and Natural Resource Development ‘ o

e prohrbrt ut1hty corrldors and rlghts of Way'. -

~ + except for direct river crossings. . - _
~® all proposed: developments requrre an EIA'
(pohcy 3. 5 3. o

Agﬂcultural Land Use

e allowed to contrnue

o Resrdentral Land Use

. ex1st1ng resrdentlal development is permltted
" New lots. perrmtted only in the central-area. -

Central Area Land Use

' '_ commumnes of Rossdale and Cloverdale are o

) recogmzed

: 'Envrronmental Impact Assessment Process
: '.'(Bylaw 7188) ' ‘

The North Saskatchewan River Valley ARP (Bylaw -
“7188); Pohcy 3.3.3. requires that an environmental
. impact screening and asseéssment report be prepared .
- for all public development and development on public
land. The process is outhned as Schedule D to Bylaw -
7188

Thrs process is 1ntended to ensure that the objec—

~ tives and policies relating to environmental protec-
" tion and land use planning - goals in the’ North:
' Saskatchewan River Valley Area Redevelopment Plan-' _

are achieved. . )
The following factors are exarmned when assess- .
mg the potential 1mpacts : : : :

hydrology '
“geology/ geomorphology
vegetation/wildlife
soils
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‘. noise/o'dour/'visnal L
. hlstoncal/archaeologlcal
- surrounding land use’

R ) soc1a1 1mpa,cts Lo

- The scrccmng and review of Env1ronmental Impact .
"Assessments is' co-ordinated by the, Planmng and
Development- Department Fmai approvai 1§ from _

_ Clty Councﬂ - : '

- Top of Bank Roadway Pohcy 7
 Thi pohcy was originally adopted by Councﬂ m‘ |

"1970:and was again’ approved: through resolutlon as

part of the NSRV ARP i 1985 The purpose of thls_

pohcy 180,

*-To' énsure the pI‘OVlSlOIl of an’ openr spacc_: '
" between the North SaskatcheWan River Valley.

- and Ravine System and urban. development

* To prowde public access to.the North Saskatch-

ewan’ Rlver Valley and Ravme Systel’n

These gmdehnes govern the ictions of the subdl-

" .vision. approving authomty (Mumapai Plannmg ‘

Commission) in dealing with the subdivision ofland "

*. abuitting the North Saskatchewan River. Valley Area o

' Redevelopmerit Plan boundary. : :

The policy requires developers to pr0v1de a top— ,
- of—bank roadway or public walkway between the "~ -

~geographic top—of—bank and- de‘velopment Anum- =

~ ber of criteria existin the pohcy which are rev1ewed‘ e
-t determine whether a top- “of- bank roadway is

_' rcqulred A minimum sctback 0f 7.5 metérs (25 feet).

isalwaysprovided as opén space adjacent to the top~ -
of-bank: a greater setback may be requlred Where o

_ slope 1nstab111ty 18 Idennﬁcd e
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" G. ANALYSIS OF PUBLIC mrut .

1. VISION SURVEY COMMENTS
- AND RECOMMENDATIONS -

Of the 1527 vision Survey resp0ndents approx1—

- mately 25% ade additiorial comments. These have
‘been summarized and grouped 1nto the followmg '

~ categories:

e preservationand conservation of river valley vege~

- tatlon and W1ldllfe

¢ development of add1t1onal open space areas
o safety and securlty of users. -
e trails system.issues, cleanup of’ Valley
. educatlon of users: : : .
v ‘7 » the prov151on of recreatron opportumtres :

The categones have been evaluated and ranked and -
the. followmg recommendatlons are 1ncorporated in

the plan

ISSUE/DISCUSSION

’ 'Preservatmn & consenra!wn uf river. vaHev vegelatmn & W|Idl|le

malntam natural arcas _
“keep-areas undisturbed. . -

repair disturbed areas -

_mamtam as much vegetatlon as posstble

- ACTION/RECOMMENDATION

= . limit development o drsturbed argas. o
developrnent to be companble with conservation. <. . . .

reclamation plans required. - ,
City tree policy requires compensation for all

'damaged or destroyed trées.

@ preserve and limit intrusion irito wildlife habitats - - -

j:rldentlfy hab1tat areas.

. 51ntroduce gones if. apphcable '
. Timit perrmtted activities. .

' ‘rnomtor and control users. -

B ':0_:_chst1ngulsh d1fferent zones in’ the river- valley as
T h1gh or low act1V1ty zones - o N

; zones in Resource Management Plan -
- act1v1t1es should relate to zones.

. conservanon h1ghest pnonty Vs recreatlon hlghest s

T pr1or1ty

- d'e't:ailed planmn g stage tO ‘reach ,acce.ptab‘le'_balfance.-

__'Develnpment uf addltlonal areasliacmtles

_. * small developments Wh]Cl’l blend in w1th natural
setting ' : :

| planmng pr1nc1ple of development only 1f compau—

- ble with conservation.

- detmls wrll be Worked out: at Mastcr Plan level

e _.lirrlitfidev_elopment 'o-f-large faclliti_,es_ '

. 'Bylaw 7188 lnmts development _ :
- development must conform to V1sron staternent or

' ‘Councﬂ approved Master Plan.”

* no new commercialfresidential

: folaw 7188 hmlts development areas.

management zones 1dent1fy typcs of future

B .development

% no development at all- .

- use will continue, must recognize thrs and effec— S

tively plan."manage where developrnent is suitable
or not..
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ISSUE/DISCUSSION.

~-.® minimum development
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ACTrON/RECoMMENDATrdi\T

development accordmg to appropnate management
- Zones (Master PIan level) ' - :

. _on_lv,'i'n distu'rbed areas

= Blannrng--‘Prinei,p;e;#t2.'. o o

. # accessible to all users

I:‘ProgramiObjectiVe #1. . -

- & “improve access to river valley -

L Program 'ijett’ive #2

. ® spread out development to avoid congestion .

' -extend facilities in tiver valley as proposed tn con-
" cept plan, - '

cxamine ways to déal Wlth overused areas.

= av01d additional development 1 ex1st1ng extenswe

USG areas

' avcnd overdeve]opment of ex1st1ng parks

--e _preserve existing river valley communities

| R1ver Valley Bylaw (7188) ldentlﬁes resrdentlal

COI'l'llTlllmthS

- ‘Area Redevelopment Plans have been approved by

Counal

valley owned by public

COntinue_ to acquire ER lands, obtain €asement, etc. -

Saiety &-f_se.curi'l:vj of river valley users.

" e information signs, telephone

functions. of Resouree Mana_ge_rneﬁt' Plan. .

deal with locations at Master Plan stage.

-

o Vpcrsonal safety

Tl des1gn issues (grades and narrow corners on tralls) .

= deal with at Master Plan level.-

o control speed of bikes

momtormg/enforcement of bylavvs

.'-_educanon programs

® trail patrols
= horse patrols

- functlons of Resource Management Plan Need to

legrtumze respons1ble agencies, i.e., Venturers more

e Police Dept funds/Bylaw Enforcement

" ® ‘monitor users ..

- sy"srem of ev.a}uation required. '_

* security of assets-
¢ control vandalism

_.teview enforcement and éducation progtams.




24 RIBBON OF GREEN

- ISSUE/DISCUSSION

L Tralls system issues.

separate b1kefwalkmg trarls

'ACTION/RECOMMENDATION

- Master Plan le'_i%el-.'__

-natural trgi]s_ s

management zones’ SpCley what 1s approprlate
details at Master. Plan level

_expand thé trail system .~

. -prop'oSed_ in Co‘ricejp_t- Plan.

trails for multi~use: "~ -

L P;rogfarm(-)bjectrve‘si#'._1.:~

< keep trails localized ‘within ravines

paved trails

detaﬂ in Mastcr Plan ‘ - -
tiver valley should he avallable tor Clty Wlde users

-i:!etails--iri M‘aeter 'Plgn. :

“develsp on river edge to presérve natural areas.

S as 1dent1ﬁed in Conccpt Plan
o - details in Master Plan. :

: 'nortr.ail deyelopme-ﬁt S

7 development has been strongly supported in VlSIOIl
T Survey : ‘ g S

" bicycle free\ﬁay _t.l;r_rj(‘)_'ugﬁo_u_t”(“_jity,:_ & -

will work with Transportation Department.

barrier free design, .

. ?:r.og_rém 'Objeetive #1. L

L

“develop tr:iilis-to>‘we$t en&

propfo-.s'ed i.n-.C'Oan\;.[bt. Pl.?n; :

"_ meaﬁ“ﬂ_:&thé fr'iv'e_rfva“_l'tey-'” o

éérb:age -

maintenance functron of Resource Managcmcnt

. Plan :

xiver pollution

- Clty Wlll work w1th Alberta Env1ronment to -
: address thls 1ssue .

_'Need to el:lucate users o

to reduce vandahsrn misuse and’ garbage
1ncreasc programs & lnformatlon SCI'VJCCS

.,‘chﬂdrens ‘programs through schaol system ,
‘interpretation of nature and history- of river valley -

. '-dcvelop strategy for educauon programs m r1ver
Cowvalley. : . :

- Resource. Management plan tICS 1nt0 safety/secunty

~function. - : . . y :

: "'contmue 0. 1nvest1gate program 1mprovements
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ISSUE/DISCUSSION

. PI‘O‘JISIDII Uf renreahon uppurtumtles

. compatrble with the naturai envn:onrnent '

' ACTION/RECOMMENDATION -

= management zones have 1dentrﬁed 3ppr0pr1ate leveI
' of activities: Do . _

. & provide additional opportunities

- -Concept Plan proposes addruonal areas for
recreation. : :

e balanec between protcctron and tecreation opportu—

mthS

- specrﬁcs to be resoIved at Master Plan level

- Program Objectlve # 2.

f-'varlety of opportunltles -

* preference for: walking/hiking; cyclmg 1nterpret1ve '

and nature programs; horseback rrdmg, X- country
skrmg, canoemg

. Sp'eciﬁes to be identified in ‘Master. Plan.

- management zones identify appropriite activities.

2 OPEN HOUSE COMMENTS

The majorlty of the comments recelved atthe’ Open

House on Og¢tober 15 and 16, 1990 were site specific
~and will not be addréssed at this level. These issiies
~ will be dealt with at the’ Master Plan/Site Plan level.

" Of the commernts recelved the followmg trends -

emer gcd

® strong support for “preservation of the river Valley o
for future generatrons greén spaces; protect natural.
areas; more preservation zones; protectlon legrs—‘ :

lation required.

o keep extensive use. zones to a minimum..

-'® river valléy and ravines should have connected bike
trails; need to keep: safety in.mind on multi-use:
trails; reduce conflicts between users; reduce speed -

- of bike traffic; minimize paved trails...

_ *-miotorized recreation vehicles (ATV? sfsnowmo-

-~ biles) are fot desirable in the river Valley
* Resource Management Plan should review main-
tenance practlces _ B ' '

As a result of the comments recelved the follow-' .

©ing ]S proposed

'. a further refinement of the Management Zones

map;.to provide some greater level of detaﬂ at the .

- & Master Plan level..

. Vlsron and Prmcrples to remain as stated o
* continue to, analyze municipal/provincial le_gislafv :
tive controls to identify improvements (possibly -

through an Envitoninental Task Force): Ensure
City: departments and City Council are informed
of citizen views on ‘preservation leglslatlon
* review connections; surface and-width in the river
valley trail planand Comprehenswe Bicycle Plan
" Educational and awareness programs will be con-
sidered. - o
. rccreatlonal mototized vehicles will not be a]lowed :

~* thepublic. will be further sutveyed.to obtain more

input on perception of what : activities are approprl—
‘ate to each management ZOme. ‘





