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Northeast River Valley Park Engagement
Welcome!

Since Northeast River Valley Park opened in September 
2023, the City has conducted public engagement and 
worked to further understand the park’s landscape, 
ecology and existing infrastructure.

This learning has informed the development of guiding 
principles to help develop the Strategic Plan for the park 
that will guide future decision making. 

You are now invited to provide feedback on the strategic 
direction, guiding principles and what you would most like 
to see and do at the park. 

City policies such as The Ribbon of Green, technical 
requirements and engagement input will be considered as 
the project team completes a Strategic Plan for the park. 

Take the survey to share 
your thoughts on the future 
of Northeast River Valley 
Park!

Share your feedback with us!
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Northeast River Valley Park 
Guiding Principles
Guiding principles are a set of values or beliefs that inform and shape decision making. They provide a framework for actions and ensure 
consistency in achieving a desired outcome.

The following Guiding Principles have been developed based on feedback from the first round of public engagement, Indigenous engagement, 
and discussions with key community and internal City partners. 

   Restoration

   A place that is a unique mix of disturbed and undisturbed land, Northeast River Valley Park restores and rehabilitates landscapes for   
   people, wildlife, and plants.

   Connection

   A place in which to connect with nature and people through gatherings of all sizes.

   Teaching

   A place for all to learn from the land through interpretation, hands-on experiences, Indigenous knowledge-sharing and guidance.

   Recreation

   An all-season park with diverse passive and active recreational opportunities.

   Accessibility

   A place that is welcoming, safe and provides barrier-free access to all, celebrating, and supporting each visitor’s unique experiences.
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Using stickers, please indicate your level of agreement with the guiding principles for the future of Northeast River Valley Park? Q1

            Strongly disagree                         Somewhat disagree                                  Neutral                                        Somewhat agree                                Strongly agree

               Restoration                                        Connection                                          Teaching                                             Recreation                                            Accessibility

createChoose the two guiding principles you feel are the most important considerations for the future of Northeast River Valley Park?Q2
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What is the reason for your answer? 
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Q3
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Park Zones

Forest Zone 

This zone preserves the existing forested areas and allows for restoration of disturbed areas. The plan will support public access to 
some areas of this zone, while protecting others for wildlife habitat and ecological corridors. It is expected this zone will expand in the 
proposed future state. 

Grassland Zone

This zone preserves and restores the existing grassland areas for wildlife habitat and ecological corridors. The plan will support public 
trail access within some areas, while protecting others for wildlife habitat and ecological corridors. It is expected this zone will be 
slightly reduced in the proposed future state, with the remaining grassland areas being enhanced to support wildlife.

Lake / Wetland Zone

This zone restores the existing lake and provides opportunities to create places for animals, birds and plants. The plan will support 
public access to some areas, while protecting others for wetland creation and enhancement. It is expected this zone will expand in the 
proposed future state.

Active Zone

This zone combines parking, public vehicle access, maintenance facilities, active recreation facilities, event areas and buildings. It is 
expected this zone will be reduced in the proposed future state, with active areas focused away from the forest and grassland zones.

River Valley Zone

This zone facilitates access to the River Valley Trail Network, connecting from Devon to Fort Saskatchewan, and potential future 
access to the North Saskatchewan River. This zone will be maintained in the proposed future state. 
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Existing Park Zones

+  Large areas of maintained active 
zones across the park.

+  Plant and wildlife corridors are 
interrupted by active zones.  

+  Lake zone provides little 
opportunity for wildlife habitat.

Learn more by going to: edmonton.ca/NERiverValleyParkStrategicPlan

Highlights
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Proposed Park Zones

+  Active zones are consolidated 
around entry areas and existing 
event infrastructure.

+ Forest and grassland zones    
 are expanded to connect plant   
 and wildlife corridors.  

+ Lake/wetland zone is expanded  
 to increase habitat area. 

+  Forest zone is renaturalized to 
better protect the river valley 
zone.

Learn more by going to: edmonton.ca/NERiverValleyParkStrategicPlan

Highlights
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Looking at the park zone map, please indicate your level of agreement that the proposed future zones offer the right balance 
between active and passive recreation in Northeast River Valley Park.

Q4

Q5

            Strongly disagree                         Somewhat disagree                                  Neutral                                        Somewhat agree                                Strongly agree

What is the reason for your answer? 
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06Restoration 

Outdoor gathering spaces

Amenities for events & festivals 

Enhanced trail network

Formal programming

Wayfinding & interpretive signage 

Water recreation 

Winter recreation  

Recreation equipment rentals

Improved parking 

Reclaiming space for ecological 

restoration and renaturalization, 

including designating areas to be 

closed to public access.

Signage to provide directional guidance in and around 

the park for people walking, biking and driving, as 

well as interpretive signage to provide historical, 

ecological or educational information to visitors.

Programmed activities including 

day camps and guided tours.

Parking for both events and 

recreational use, consoldated and 

organized to reduce impact.

Trails for walking, biking, dog 

walking, cross-country skiing and 

more, including nature trails and/or 

boardwalks.

Opportunities to rent recreation 

equipment on site, such as 

paddleboards, kayaks, snowshoes, 

etc.

Retaining and restoring existing 

event facilities and consideration for 

amenities to support events, such as 

power, water or other features.

Activities including tobogganing and 

cross-country skiing.

Spaces including picnic tables, 

covered/shade structures and 

firepits.

Non-motorized water activities, 

including paddleboarding, kayaking, 

canoeing and fishing. 
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Park Improvements
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Q6

                                       Restoration                                                                        Outdoor gathering spaces                                             Amenities for events & festivals

                         Enhanced trail network                                                                  Formal programming                                               Wayfinding & interpretive signage

               Water recreation                                            Winter recreation                                 Recreation equipment rentals                              Improved parking 

Using stickers, choose three elements that are most important to you to include in future planning for Northeast River Valley Park.
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Q7 Is there anything else you would like to share with the project team as the Strategic Plan for Northeast River Valley Park is developed?
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Park Zones Tradeoff Game
A tradeoff is a compromise. In order to get more of something, you have to have less of something else. 
Similarly, if you take something away, then you get to have more of something else. This is a simplified 
take on land use planning for the park. 

Look at the Proposed Park Zones and how the ecology and park areas could change in the future.

Do we have the right balance? Should a zone be bigger? If so, which zone should be smaller?

If you think a zone should be bigger, place a red chip in the jar for that zone and a black chip in the jar for 
the zone you would be willing to have less of. 

If you think the zones are “just right”, you can place both the red and black chips in the Just Right jar.

Grassland Zone

This zone preserves and 
restores the existing 
grassland areas for wildlife 
habitat and ecological 
corridors. It will support 
public access to some 
areas, while protecting 
others for wildlife habitat 
and ecological corridors. 

Forest Zone 

This zone preserves 
the existing forested 
areas and allows for 
restoration of disturbed 
areas. It will support 
public access to some 
areas, while protecting 
others for wildlife habitat 
and ecological corridors.

Lake / Wetland Zone

This zone restores the 
existing lake and provides 
opportunities to create 
places for animals, birds 
and plants. It will support 
public access to some 
areas, while protecting 
others for wetland creation 
and enhancement.

Active Zone

This zone combines 
parking, public vehicle 
access, maintenance 
facilities, active recreation 
facilities, event areas and 
buildings.

Just Right

The proposed park zones 
reflect the right balance of 
spaces within the park.


