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Step 1: Before You Apply for a Backyard House 

Why you need a development permit 

Why you need a building permit 

Why permits are important 

Permits allow you to begin construction 

https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/bylaws/zoning-bylaw
https://open.alberta.ca/publications/s01
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/city_vision_and_strategic_plan/city-plan
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Construction Values and Building and Safety Code (Trades) Permit Fees 

 

Payment 

Application Processing Times 

 

Tips for Planning Your Project 

https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/fee-listing
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/fee-listing
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/pay-licence-and-permit-fees
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/processing-times#stack79927
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/processing-times#stack79927
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/building-permit-queue
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/building-permit-queue
http://selfserve.edmonton.ca
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Hiring Professional Support 

https://www.alberta.ca/hiring-contractor.aspx
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Step 2: Understand Location Restrictions 

https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/bylaws/zoning-bylaw
http://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca
http://maps.edmonton.ca/zoning
mailto:developmentpermits@edmonton.ca
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https://www.aer.ca/understanding-resource-development/project-life-cycle/suspension-and-abandonment/how-are-wells-abandoned
http://www.albertaonecall.com/
http://www.atcogas.com/
https://www.epcor.com/pages/contact-us-edmonton-alberta.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/search-of-record
https://www.aer.ca/regulating-development/rules-and-directives/directives/directive-079.html
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/AbandonedwellconfirmationformSubdivisionRevised.pdf?cb=1724339071
https://extmapviewer.aer.ca/AERAbandonedWells/Index.html
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Step 3: Backyard House Design Considerations 

https://www.epcor.com/products-services/drainage/flood-mitigation/Pages/low-impact-development.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/environmental_stewardship/solar-energy
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/environmental_stewardship/other-renewable-energy
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/environmental_stewardship/other-renewable-energy


 

Backyard Housing: How-to Guide                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Backyard Housing: How-to Guide                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.edmonton.ca/public-files/assets/document?path=Bylaws/C18093.pdf
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/ResidentialGuidelines.pdf?cb=1724438919
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/residential-lot-grading
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/residential-lot-grading
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Courtesy of EPCOR 

https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/B19-04_Small_Building_Access_Policy.pdf?cb=1632115800
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/B19-04_Small_Building_Access_Policy.pdf?cb=1632115800
https://www.epcor.com/products-services/new-connections/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.epcor.com/products-services/new-connections/Pages/default.aspx


 

Backyard Housing: How-to Guide                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/residential-construction
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https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/PDF/Bylaw_18825_30082021.pdf?cb=1647037747
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/gardens_lawns_trees/public-tree-permit
mailto:treepreservation@edmonton.ca
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mailto:wasteplanning@edmonton.ca
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/BL20363.pdf?cb=1724348610
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/BL20363.pdf?cb=1724348610
https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/garbage_waste/curbside-cart-collection
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https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/pre-application-meeting-development-permits
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Step 4: Designing the Backyard House to Meet 
Requirements 
 

 

How do I know if my development permit application will be approved? 

https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/application-requirements-house-permits
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/application-requirements-house-permits
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/city_vision_and_strategic_plan/city-plan
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/Zoning-Bylaw-Guide.pdf?cb=1724441268
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/permitted-development
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/discretionary-development
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/WhatisaVariance.pdf?cb=1715893766
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What zoning regulations apply to Backyard Housing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-6-specific-development-regulations/610-backyard-housing
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Zoning Bylaw Site and Building Regulations 

 

https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/site-coverage
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/site-coverage
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https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/floor-area
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/floor-area
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https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/setback
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/front-setback
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/front-setback
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/rear-setback
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/interior-side-setback
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/flanking-side-setback
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/550-inclusive-design
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/550-inclusive-design
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/rooftop-terrace
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/550-inclusive-design
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https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/zero-lot-line-development
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/zero-lot-line-development
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/rear-lot-line
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/510-accessory-uses-buildings-and-structures
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/510-accessory-uses-buildings-and-structures
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Design Regulations 

 

https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/facade
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https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/5120-site-performance-standards
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/part-5-general-development-regulations/5120-site-performance-standards
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https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/soft-landscaping
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/soft-landscaping
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/pathway
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca/pathway
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Step 5: Apply for Backyard House Permits 

For Homeowners For Contractors and Professionals 

Step 6: After You Apply 

https://selfserve.edmonton.ca/homeimprovement
https://selfserve.edmonton.ca/
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/Cancellationand-or-Refund-Request-Form.pdf?cb=1726694428
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/More_Information_Requested_MIR_Guide.pdf
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/assets/More_Information_Requested_MIR_Guide.pdf
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Step 7: Construction 

 

https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/Project-Implementation-Plan-Guide.pdf?cb=1732208269
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/Project-Implementation-Plan-Letter-of-Commitment.pdf?cb=1732208269
https://www.edmonton.ca/sites/default/files/public-files/Project-Implementation-Plan-Letter-of-Commitment.pdf?cb=1732208269
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/working-with-neighbourhoods
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/oscam-permit-request
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/oscam-permit-request
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Step 8: Inspections 

 

http://selfserve.edmonton.ca/Login.aspx?PosseObjectDef=O_TempOnlineRegistrationObject&PossePresentation=SignIn
https://www.edmonton.ca/residentialinspections
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/development-permit-inspections
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/lot_grading/lot-grading-approvals


 

Backyard Housing: How-to Guide                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

  

 

  

  

 
Additional Resources 

 

  

  

 

 

 
 

https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/development-services-contact-us-form
https://www.edmonton.ca/programs_services/esc/permit-licence-appointment
mailto:developmentpermits@edmonton.ca
mailto:buildingsafetycodes@edmonton.ca
mailto:buildingic@edmonton.ca
mailto:hvactechdesk@edmonton.ca
mailto:plumbingandgastechdesk@edmonton.ca
mailto:electricaltechnicaladvisors@edmonton.ca
mailto:eservices@edmonton.ca
http://edmonton.ca/buildingahouse
http://edmonton.ca/backyardhousing
http://edmonton.ca/residentialinspections
https://zoningbylaw.edmonton.ca
https://www.edmonton.ca/business_economy/user_manual_faq
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/gardens_lawns_trees/public-tree-permit
https://www.edmonton.ca/residential_neighbourhoods/gardens_lawns_trees/public-tree-permit

